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26 February 2020  

 

Dear Parents 

 

I write to provide a further update on the School’s response to the burgeoning COVID-19 virus. In doing 

so, I am mindful of the fact that there is a deluge of so-called “guidance” flooding us all at present, 

some of which is ill-informed, contradictory or simply lacking any concrete suggestions.  

Understandably, whilst the media persist in forecasting worst-case scenarios, many organisations and 

agencies feel the need to be seen to be doing something, even if that is actually no more than simply 

restating the advice being given by the Government and Health authorities.  

 

I have no wish to add to the outpouring by bombarding you with more repetitious messages. However, 

please be reassured that the School will always communicate promptly whenever there is a substantive 

change to our position or more specific advice to be shared. The fact is that while the situation remains 

dynamic, our focus is to sift through the noise, responding to information that is verified and preparing 

for outcomes that are likely.  We are reviewing the situation daily and continue to balance the protection 

of our pupils from actual risk with our obligation to continue to meet their educational needs.  

 

To that end, I can confirm our current position as follows: 

 

Boarders’ Travel over Half-Term Break 

 No boarder travelled to any of the officially designated affected areas (mainland China, Hong 

Kong, Thailand, Japan, Republic of Korea, Singapore, Malaysia or Macau) at Half-term. Many 

stayed with host families, but the School also accommodated 80 boarders in our own on-site 

holiday programme.  

 

 Neither did any boarder return from Iran, or any of the specific lockdown areas in Northern Italy.  

 

 A few boarders returned from other areas in Northern Italy (defined by a line above, and not 

including Pisa, Florence and Rimini). They are having daily checks with the Health Centre to 

monitor them. This is in line with the specific direction being given by Public Health England. 

 

Day Pupils’ Travel 

 Pupils who attended the Winterfold Ski Trip in Switzerland over the Half-Term Break travelled by 

coach to Milan but were not in the affected Italian areas. Again, Public Health England 

guidelines regarding close monitoring for symptoms are being followed but there is no reason 

for them to be isolated. 
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 No other School trips or excursions were subject to any risk. 

 

 All parents of day pupils are asked to follow the same guidelines that we are using for our 

boarders. This includes: 

o following Government and Public Health advice and keeping the School updated  

 

o advising the School of any travel to affected areas, either recently or in the immediate future 

 

o keeping children away from School if symptoms develop. 

 

Visitors to the School 

 Since the outbreak in China was first officially confirmed in January, we have not been hosting 

prospective families from any of the identified risk countries unless they can show that they 

have been in the UK for a minimum of 14 days beforehand. 

 

 All other visitors to the School are being asked to confirm that they have not been to any of the 

high-risk countries in the last 14 days. 

 

 All new pupils who have joined the School from any of the affected areas have been in the UK 

for at least two weeks before starting at School. 

 

 

Easter Holiday Break 

 It is still too early to make responsible and informed decisions about travel during the Easter 

Break. However, we are conscious of the pressures on boarders’ families to book flights or 

make alternative arrangements for accommodation in the UK. Many have already had their 

flights at the end of March cancelled and refunded.  

 

 By way of reassurance, should the situation remain unchanged, we will again be offering 

accommodation for our boarders over the Easter holiday.  The Assistant Head, Miss Scannell 

will email boarding parents separately today about those possibilities.  

 

 The same uncertainty currently affects the tour companies running School trips planned for 

Easter. We are prepared for the fact that they may also cancel in the coming weeks and will be 

in contact with affected families immediately should that occur. 

 

Ongoing Vigilance at School  

 Meanwhile, as the term progresses, our previously advised protocols remain in place.  There is a 

heightened focus in all of our Schools on general hygiene and extra education about the 

importance of hand-washing etc, 

 

 Any pupil who develops key symptoms whilst at School will be cared for in isolation. 

 

 We continue to receive and review daily updates from Public Health England, the FCO and the 

Boarding Schools’ Association. 
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 Most importantly, we are encouraging pupils of all ages to remain calm and sensible about the 

situation.  The best thing that we can all do is to be vigilant about our own health and hygiene 

and wary of scaremongering or unfounded speculation. 

 

As always, if you have any specific concern or query, please feel free to contact the School.  

 

Yours sincerely  

 

 
 

PETER CLAGUE  

Headmaster  

 

 


